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"Williams-Cone School is a safe and kind community that inspires every student to succeed.” 

 -Compassionate, Curious, Confident Learners-  

 

  

                        

                                    Happy New Year WCS Families!             

We made it through 2020 and have begun the journey into 2021.  Although 2020 was 

challenging for all, many of the challenges have already proven to be opportunities for 

learning and growth. Although there is still lots of uncertainty in our world, the staff and I 

remain committed to providing stability and quality instruction for our students.  

 

 Here are highlights of things taking place at WCS:     

                      Phase 2 Feather-In 

       Option #1 Students: Grades 2 and 3 



At the October 15, 2020, M.S.A.D. No. 75 Board of Directors meeting, a decision was made 

to adopt a "feather-in" approach to returning kindergarten through fifth grade students to 

full in-person instruction four days a week. Second and third grades are scheduled to return 

to full in-person instruction four days a week beginning January 19, 2021 pending that our 

county is still in "green" status and board approval on January 14, 2021. 

 

The second and third grade teams and I have been working together to determine the best 

classroom configurations for our students based on their individual and collective academic, 

social and emotional needs. Here are the classroom and staffing plans: 

  

Grade Three: Mr. Wilbur and Mrs. San Pedro will teach third grade along with Mr. 

Anagnostis.  Students that are currently assigned to Mr. Wilbur or Mrs. San Pedro’s third 

grade cohorts will remain in their current homeroom assignment.  Five students from Mr. 

Anagnostis' cohorts will be reassigned to Mr. Wilbur or Mrs. San Pedro's third grade 

classrooms. This will allow for class sizes of eleven or twelve students in each third grade 

class.  

  

Grade Two:   Mrs. McCormick’s two second grade cohorts will merge into one class of twelve 

students and continue with Mrs. McCormick.  Mr. Wilbur and Mrs. San Pedro’s second grade 

cohorts will merge together into one class of twelve students.   I am very pleased to announce 

that Mrs. Kari Campbell has been hired to teach this second grade class.   

 

                                      

 

 

 

 



Mrs. Kari Campbell 

WCS Grade 2 Teacher                     

 

Many of you may be familiar with Mrs. Campbell as she is 

currently our school’s Response to Intervention (RTI) 

Paraprofessional. She is a certified elementary education 

teacher and holds a bachelor's degree in Elementary 

Education from the University of Maine at Farmington. 

Mrs. Campbell has been on staff at WCS for eleven years 

as a paraprofessional (formerly known as an Ed Tech) and has vast experience teaching our 

district’s elementary curriculum as well as providing instructional interventions for students. 

Most importantly, Mrs. Campbell loves children and is highly dedicated to meeting the 

academic, social and emotional needs of every student that she interacts with.  Welcome to 

your new WCS role Mrs. Campbell! 

                              

                       

 

*Schedule for the Week of 1/11-1/15 

1/11/ & 1/12 Kindergarten, Grade One, Cohort A PreK and 

Cohort A Grades 2-5 

1/13  Hybrid Wednesday 

1/14 & 1/15   Kindergarten, Grade One, Cohort B PreK and 

Cohort B Grades 2-5 



*Monday, January 18th: Martin Luther King Day, No School for 

Students & Staff 

 

Schedule for the Week of 1/19-1/15 

1/19 & 1/20 Kindergarten, Grades One, Two & Three , Cohort A PreK and Cohort A Grades  4 

& 5 

1/21 & 1/22   Kindergarten, Grades One, Two & Three, Cohort B PreK and Cohort B Grades 4 & 

5 

 

Schedule for week of 1/25-1/29 

1/25 & 1/26 Kindergarten, Grades One, Two & Three , Cohort A PreK and Cohort A Grades  4 

& 5 

1/27  Hybrid Wednesday 

1/28 & 1/29   Kindergarten, Grades One, Two & Three, Cohort B PreK and Cohort B Grades 4 

& 5 

                  

Free breakfasts and lunches continue to be available. 

Please note the dates and times for meal distribution at 

WCS over the next few weeks: 

Wednesday, January 13th: 12:00-1:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, January 20th:  12:00-1:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, January 27th:  12:00-1:00 P.M. 

 



                               

 

Many thanks to the parents and caregivers who helped support their student(s) to complete 

the Winter Break 1 Principal's Reading Challenge. Our school has implemented reading 

challenges during school breaks over the past several years as a way to promote the love of 

reading as well as help prevent the loss of reading growth.  Students who completed the 

recent reading challenge will be treated to a bonus recess during the week of January 11th. 

 

                                  

 

                        Inclement Weather Procedures 

As we venture through the winter months, inclement weather (especially in Maine!) is pretty 

much a given.  Please review the new inclement weather procedures that have been adopted 

by our school district this year:  

Remote Learning Day Due to Inclement Weather for Option #1 Students 

 All students scheduled for in-person activities will activate the remote schedule 

provided by their teacher(s)/school. 



 Families or students who have isolated power or internet loss will be marked 

excused absence and be allowed to make up any missed work without 

penalty. Parents or students are expected to communicate their particular 

situation of loss of power/internet with the classroom teacher(s) as soon as 

possible (once power/internet is back on) via email or phone.   

 Teachers and paraprofessionals assigned will be working regular hours remotely. 

 All activities that require any form of transportation will be canceled. Virtual 

activities and meetings would be held unless there is a specific need to cancel. 

 Students should use the storm food package (shelf-stable) that is available 

through our nutrition program. These storm packets contain breakfast and lunch. 

In the event that Superintendent Chabot calls for a School Closure the 

following will take place: 

 All school classes, activities, and meetings scheduled in-person 

or remote (including Option 2 classes) will be canceled. 

 These days will need to be made up. Day(s) will be added at the end of the 

school year to make up for the canceled day. 

 All after-school athletics, activities, and meetings will be canceled. 

 This is the typical “snow day.” 

 Students should use the storm food package (shelf-stable) that is available 

through our nutrition program.  These storm packets contain breakfast and lunch. 

Communication: 

A Remote Learning Day or School Closure day will be communicated via School Messenger 

by phone, text, and email as well as the District website and Facebook page and in 

addition to news Channels 6, 8, and 13.  If you have not signed up for texts/emails, 

please contact your school office. 



 

  The anticipated return to full time in person 

four day per week learning for grades two and 

three will require some adjustments to our 

arrival and dismissal routines due to the 

increase in the daily student 

population.  Communications will be sent to 

families via School Messenger during the 

week of January 11th detailing the changes 

that will be made. Our goal is to ensure safety 

as well as a smooth and timely student arrival 

and student dismissal. Thank-you in advance 

for your support.   

Thank-you WCS community for your continued support, grace and commitment.  If you have 

any needs, please do not hesitate to reach out. We are here to help. 

 

Your Principal, 

Randa 

Mrs. Randa C. Rineer, WCS Principal 

rineerr@link75.org 

(207)725-4391                                                   

                                      

                                                   

 

 



 

                                    

Here are a few of the many things that we have to be grateful for 

recently at WCS: 

 

                                    Holiday Lunch 

    

Many thanks to 111 Main Catering in Topsham, (owned by WCS community members Jennifer 

Banis and Ian Talmage) for donating an amazing  holiday lunch for the entire WCS staff prior 

to the winter break. Also, special thanks to WCS staff retirees Linda Dutton, Debbie Dunn 

and Amy Wallace for creating beautiful centerpieces for the luncheon.  



 

                                      

                                  Promethean Boards 

                    

Through the CARES Act grant funding, the school district was able to purchase promethean 

boards for classrooms around the district. The promethean boards were installed in WCS 

classrooms during the month of December.  Promethean boards provide interactive displays 

and screens for students, allowing for greater levels of multi-sensory learning for students.  

 

  

                          Message from Mr. Cardoza & Ms. Carin 

                   WCS School Counselor & Social Worker       

                      



   

                          WCS Help for Families 2021 

The pandemic has created many needs for many families. We are thinking about all of you and 

want to offer support and assistance as we continue to live through this difficult time. If you are in 

need of assistance for your family we hope you will feel comfortable being in touch with us or 

accessing community resources. 

Jeff Cardoza, our School Counselor, and Carin Stromgren, our Social Worker are familiar with 

resources in our community that help families meet their basic needs for food, shelter and heat, 

and other needs related to holidays, divorce, job loss, moving, etc. 

Easy Steps for Getting Help: 

Midcoast Hunger Prevention Program offers our students and families snacks at school and 

bags of extra food to help over the weekend. Snacks can be accessed through the classroom 

teacher, and weekend bags of food can be requested on Wednesdays at the lunch pick up at 

Williams-Cone School. Please call Mr. C or Carin if you are interested in some food help. 

United Way and Other Community Groups are organizations committed to offering help of many 

kinds, for things such as housing, heat,  and food. Calling the number 211 will connect you with a 

friendly person at United Way who can hear what you need and steer you to the best place. 

Particularly due to changes in the ways community groups are operating right now, calling 211 is 

an excellent starting place. 

Linda Dumont at the Topsham Town Office at: 725-1725,  ldumont@topshammaine.com, can 

help families access general help for basic needs,  heating help and can be a general resource for 

Topsham families. 

 

Mental Health Supports: A reminder that if you, your student, or someone close to you needs 

mental health support, here are some resources to help: 

NAMI Maine HELPLINE:  1-800-464-5767 (press 1) 

Crisis Assistance: 1-888-568-1112 

Crisis Text Line: Text HOME to 741-741 

Trevor Text Line: Text START to 678-678 

Jeff Cardoza, School Counselor 

cardozac@link75.org 725-4391, ext 6009 



 

 

Carin Stromgren, School Social Worker 

stromgrenc@link75.org 725-4391, ext 6041 

            

  

 

  
   

                           WCS Staff Interview 

                                       Featuring: Mr. Chris Myrick 

                                 WCS Special Education Paraprofessional        

     

Number of years at WCS:  Six Years 

 

Family:   

Wife- Cameron 

Daughters- Avery and Shelby (WCS grads) 

 

Pets:   

2 dogs (Coach and Georgie) 

2 birds (Ghost and Beau) 

A python (Argo) and a tortoise (Iggy) 

Favorite Colors: 

red and black 

 

Hobbies:  

My hobbies include, but not limited to, 

snowboarding, mountain biking, and martial arts.  



 

Favorite Book or Types of Books:  

Horror, Science Fiction and Humor 

 

One to Three Facts That are Unique to You: 

I’m a black belt in Kempo karate and a blue belt in Brazillian Ju Jitsu. I play drums and 

I have a metal plate and 5 screws in my ankle. 

 

Gratitude-Something You are Grateful For: 

I’m grateful for my family, my friends, and my job at Williams Cone School. 

                                 

                          

                           

 

 



 

 

           Friends of 

Williams-Cone  

Hello Friends, 

We hope everyone had a wonderful winter 

break. Our clothing sale was wonderful and 

we made $207.00 for FOWC to go towards 

school/student needs. We can’t wait to see 

people wearing our Williams Cone School 

name! 

During this time we know so many businesses are impacted financially. FOWC is working to partner 

with some locals to fundraise/share those products with our school community.  

Be on the lookout for upcoming emails/flyers!  

FOWC 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

                          Staff Picks 

          Mrs. Bretschneider, 5th Grade 

Teacher 

                                 

                          Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation 

                                       By Stuart Gibbs 

 

This new Stuart Gibbs story is a great fifth grade read for both boys and girls. 

It is on our Maine student book award list this year too.  It's about a girl named 

Charlie who has to solve Einstein's last equation.  She fights terrorists along 

her action-packed adventure.  Her mission:  to use her brilliance and strength 

to solve the code and save the world!  Stuart Gibbs writes many favorite fifth 

grade series like Space Case, Poached, and the Last Musketeer.   

  

 

  

  

 


